
RESEARCH LINES 

  PhD in Humanities and Communication 

 
Doctorate School (Administration and Services Building. First Floor,1 Don Juan de Austria Street, Burgos) 

 

 PRESENTATION  

The Doctoral Programme in Humanities and Communication at the Universidad de Burgos fosters advanced 
research in key humanistic disciplines that illuminate the historical evolution of Western cultural identity. 

Its roots trace back to the postgraduate initiatives of the former University College linked to the Universidad de 

Valladolid, evolving into an independent programme after the foundation of the Universidad de Burgos in 1994. 

Initially, the Faculty of Humanities and Education offered “The Historical Heritage of Castilla y León” (1995 – 
2000), which inspired several specialised courses focusing on artistic, social, and cultural heritage as well as 
daily life and transatlantic relations. In 2003, this programme was renewed, aligning with the university’s 
emerging research groups and regional cultural context. The creation of the Audiovisual Communication 
degree further led to the Doctoral Programme in Audiovisual Communication and Heritage (2007–2009). 
Although these programmes differed in focus, both sought to equip doctoral candidates with solid theoretical 
and practical skills in historical and social research methodologies, guiding them towards the successful 
completion of their doctoral dissertations. 

 OBJECTIVES  

The Humanities and Communication Doctoral Programme promotes interdisciplinary research across its constituent 
fields, viewing them as interconnected forms of knowledge that enrich understanding of today’s cultural realities. 
It also explores the role of contemporary media as key tools for interpreting current events and as creative, 
transformative agents. 

The programme aims to equip doctoral candidates with advanced analytical and research skills for careers in 
academia, cultural management, and knowledge dissemination. 

 
ADMISSION PROFILE 

The Humanities and Communication Doctoral Programme welcomes candidates from a broad range of disciplines 
related to the humanities and communication—such as History, Art History, Heritage Studies, Architecture, 
Philology, or Audiovisual Communication—who hold at least one official Master’s degree with a research 
component. 

Applicants from other fields may also apply but could be required to complete bridging courses of up to 60 
ECTS, proposed by their tutor or supervisor and selected from Master’s programmes at the Universidad de 
Burgos or other institutions. 

The programme accepts both national and international students, with Spanish and English as working 
languages, and recommends a minimum B1 language level. 

 

1. AGORA – Studies in Cultural Processes 

2. ARHISMO – Hispanic Art of the Early Modern and Contemporary Periods and Its European and American  

Connections 

3. BULEVAFUENTES – Burgos-León-Valladolid. Written Sources of Castilla y León (6th-16th Centuries) 
 

4. CAYPAT – Audiovisual Communication and Heritage 

5. CONTEMPORANEA – Politics, Society, Culture, and Economy 

6. DIACRONIA – Diachronic Castilian Perspectives 

7. ECA – Performance and Audiovisual Culture 

8. GEOTER – Geographical Studies and Territorial Analysis 

9. GRUMHIS – The Hispanic Monarchy: War, Culture, Society, and Overseas Expansion 

10. ICCLAS – Identities and Change in Anglophone Cultures and Literatures 

11. INFORELE – Research and Training Group in Spanish as a Foreign Language 

12. INQUIRE – Inquisitorial Studies 

13. LIPERSO – Literature and Social Perspectives (19th – 21st Centuries) 
 

14. PROTEO – Power and Festive Representations (1450 – 1750) 

15. SYCON – Society and Conflict. Cultural Studies of Violence 

16. VIMPAC – R&D+I Associated Unit of the CSIC “Glass and Materials of Cultural Heritage” 
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 SPECIFIC TRAINING ACTIVITIES  

The Doctoral Programme in Humanities and Communication requires doctoral students to complete specific training 
activities designed to support doctoral students’ academic and research development. 

• Participation in specialised conferences: 

Doctoral students must attend and present papers at recognised conferences. They must submit 
attendance and presentation certificates, along with a copy of their published paper, in their Annual 
Progress Report. These documents are reviewed by the Tutor or Thesis Supervisor and by the Academic 
Committee as part of the Doctoral School’s evaluation system, following the University of Burgos’ Code of 
Good Practice. 

• Attendace at specialised seminars on Humanities and Communication: 

Students must attend at least 90% of seminar sessions to receive an attendance certificate. All records 

and certificates must be included in the Annual Progress Report and evaluated by the Tutor/Supervisor 
and Academic Committee under the same procedures as above. 

• Epistemology seminar: 

The Tutor or Thesis Supervisor monitors the student’s research progress, meeting with them at least 
once a month to provide academic guidance and ensure the proper development of the thesis. 

• Activities organised by CEI Triangular-E3 – The Horizons of Humanity: 

Students participate in additional activities related to the research themes of the PhD Programme. 

 

 PROFESSIONAL OUTCOMES  

The Doctoral Programme in Humanities and Communication provides advanced research training through 
courses, seminars, and other research-oriented activities, culminating in the preparation and defence of an 
original doctoral thesis to obtain the Universidad de Burgos doctorate. 

It engages with contemporary society to integrate doctoral students into knowledge culture, offering 
transversal theoretical and practical training throughout the learning process. The programme deepens 
research into humanistic disciplines—fundamental to defining cultural identity—via an integrative approach, 
viewing them as interconnected knowledge networks that mutually reinforce diverse perspectives on the 
current cultural context; it also examines modern communication media as crucial tools for perception and 
dynamic agents of creation and development. 21st-century society requires highly skilled specialists in 
heritage communication; while a doctorate is essential for university teaching and research careers (PDI), its 
qualification is increasingly valued for broader labour market access. 

Through its research lines, the programme develops competencies and capacities, provides knowledge, and 
enables original contributions; graduates qualify for teaching in secondary and baccalaureate education (with 
requisite master’s), Instituto Cervantes, Official Language Schools, lifelong learning centres, adult education 
centres, and universities. Other professional outlets include publishing; museums, archives, and libraries; 
heritage management; documentation; historical research; art valuation; cultural project management; HR 
roles in companies and institutions; archaeological surveys, excavations, and projects; public administration 
positions (municipal, regional, national, EU). It also qualifies professionals for cultural journalism focused on 
heritage in traditional media outlets (press, radio, television) or tourism/cultural entities; production, 
documentation, advisory, and outreach of historical-patrimonial content for media, publishers, advertising 
agencies, or educational centres; digital humanities specialising in heritage promotion via the internet and 
new technologies; as well as directors and producers in film, television, radio, and advertising; audiovisual 
managers; screenwriters; visual and sonic production/post-production designers; press, radio, and television 
communicators; and researchers, teachers, and experts in audiovisual studies. 
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 REGULATIONS FOR THE SUBMISSION OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS IN THE 
 ARTICLE COMPEDIUM FORMAT (Royal Decree 576/2023, of 4 July)  

1. JUSTIFICATION 

Chapter II of the Universidad de Burgos Doctoral Regulations states that the doctoral thesis consists of an original 
research work prepared by the doctoral candidate in any field of knowledge, following the format determined by the 
Programme’s Academic Committee from among those established by the Research Committee. Scientific 
publications in specialised journals, stemming from the original and unpublished work of the thesis, ensure 
acquisition of the basic competence defined in Royal Decree 99/2011 regulating official doctoral studies— 
specifically, the ability to communicate with the academic/scientific community and society at large in the customary 
modes and languages of the candidate’s international scientific field. 

The Internal Regulations of the University of Burgos Doctoral School assigns the Academic Committee of each 

Doctoral Programme the role of establishing the programme’s quality assurance system. Accordingly, the Academic 
Committee of the Doctoral Programme in Humanities and Communication authorises the article compendium thesis 
format, comprising articles published or accepted in prestigious specialised journals, provided they result from the 
doctoral candidate’s research activity. To guarantee quality and validity, this regulation is established, beginning with 
minimum structural recommendations and requirements. 

 

 

2. PROCEDURE, NUMBER AND TYPE OF PUBLICATIONS, AUTHORSHIP AND 
THESIS STRUCTURE 

2.1. Within the doctoral candidate’s Research Plan (submitted within 6 months maximum of programme 
admission), they must state their intention to prepare a thesis in article compendium format. The tutor/director’s 
annual report on this Plan, along with the Academic Committee’s evaluation, will authorise said format. 

2.2. Upon requesting thesis deposit, submitted articles must meet: 

a. Philology and History: sole authorship. 

Geography and Audiovisual Communication: maximum 2 co-authors (candidate as first author); exception 
for co-directed theses (co-directors as co-authors). Co-authors excluded from the evaluation panel. 

b. Co-authored works may form part of only ONE compendium thesis; non-doctor co-authors must expressly 
renounce using them in another doctoral thesis of this format. 

c. Minimum 3 articles published/accepted in specialised scientific journals of the thesis field. Maximum 1 

published within 5 years prior to doctoral studies start. At least 1 in Q1/Q2 per scientific field. Remainder in 
specified databases: 

Geography, History, Arts: JCR (Social Sciences Edition), SJR, WoS (Arts & Humanities 

Citation Index), ESCI, International Medieval Bibliography, RILM Abstracts of Music Literature, 

FECYT seal ranking. 

Philology: WoS (A&HCI), JCR, JCI, Scopus (SJR), MIAR, CARHUS, FECYT seal ranking. 

Audiovisual Communication: JCR (Social Sciences Edition), SJR, WoS (A&HCI), FECYT seal, 
Dialnet Metrics. 

Invalid contributions: congress communications in proceedings, non-thesis-related works, abstracts, 
proceedings/supplements, reviews, letters, opinion pieces, comments, introductions, etc. 

2.3. Thesis Structure: The article compendium thesis structure must include the following sections to demonstrate 

the coherence and direct relationship of the presented articles: 

a) Introduction including the background of the study topic (state of the art), working hypotheses, and 

objectives. Methodology. Justification (minimum length 11,000 words). 

b) Conclusions (minimum length 5,500 words). 
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