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 PRESENTATION  

The Doctoral Programme in Specific Didactics aims to respond to the growing demand for didactic-disciplinary 
research training within the European Higher Education Area and, in particular, in the Ibero-American region. The 
programme focuses its strengths on academic and scientific collaboration and cooperation, as well as on 
activities related to training, research, and knowledge transfer within the areas of expertise that constitute the 
field of specific didactics. 

In this regard, the academic and social significance of the programme lies in the need to train researchers 
capable of contributing to the improvement of teaching–learning processes and, more broadly, to the 
understanding of the various factors that directly influence the learning within curricular disciplines (social 
sciences, language and literature—both native and foreign—experimental sciences, mathematics, and musical, 
visual, and physical expression), approached from the theoretical, methodological, and epistemological 
foundations of current integrated transdisciplinary models. 

 OBJECTIVES  

The Doctoral Programme in Specific Didactics has the following objective: to train researchers who contribute 
to improving teaching and learning processes and, more broadly, to enhancing the understanding of the 
various factors that directly influence learning within curricular disciplines, drawing on the theoretical, 
methodological, and epistemological foundations of current integrated transdisciplinary models. 

 
 ADMISSION PROFILE 

Potential candidates for this doctoral programme include students who have completed Master’s-level studies in 
degrees related to the teaching of curricular subjects in Early Childhood Education, Primary Education, and 
Secondary Education, as well as in Sixth Form, Further Education and Language Education. In all cases, applicants 
must provide evidence of having completed prior training in research within the area of specific didactics in which 
they intend to specialise. 

 
 RESEARCH LINES 

1. Inclusive STEAM education and school competencies development.  

Within this area, the GIR GIEC research group focuses on science education, developing didactic methodologies for 
science teaching across educational levels, promoting meaningful learning of scientific knowledge, and integrating 
epistemology and history of science into curricular designs. 

The GIR ENIEF group contributes to competency development, formative and shared assessment, and 
transdisciplinary analysis of motivational, social, cognitive, and psychological factors within Body Expression 
Didactics, addressing authentic problems through STEAM education principles like innovation, creativity, critical 
thinking, collaboration, and second-language acquisition. 

The UIC 285 – Integrated Teaching and Transdisciplinarity (EIT) also participates in this area, being particularly 
involved in research on integrated and inclusive STEAM education and on competency development. 

Doctoral theses within this research area are specifically related to the subject-specific fields of research in 
Experimental Science Didactics, Body Expression Didactics, Mathematics Didactics, and Foreign Language 
Didactics. 

2. Education for citizenship, citizen science, heritage and identity.  

This area includes the research themes of the GIR DHISO, EAPEP, and INFORELE groups, as well as part of 
the research team of UIC 285 – Integrated Teaching and Transdisciplinarity (EIT), whose work focuses on 
citizen science and on the applied sciences related to the analysis and conservation of cultural heritage. 

These themes encompass the research areas of the GIR DHISO group related to the construction of identities 
and gender perspectives in education, as well as the curricular inclusion of controversial topics, socially 
relevant issues, and significant social problems in the teaching of history and social sciences; the 
development and acquisition of historical thinking competencies; technological and media education; the 
development of social, critical, and creative thinking; and critical literacy in social studies. 

They also include the work of the GIR EAPEP group, which specialises in Music Expression Didactics, artistic 
creation processes, and the study of the relationship between emotional and affective processes and the 
learning of the arts. 

Finally, the GIR INFORELE group also participates, focusing on the analysis of social networks and new 
technologies for the teaching of Spanish as a Foreign Language (ELE), as well as on communicative 
competence in the teaching of the Spanish language, understood as a primary element of heritage and 
identity. 

Doctoral theses within this area are specifically related to the subject-specific fields of research in Didactics of 
History, Art History, and Didactics of Social Science; Didactics of Music and Artistic Expression and Spanish 
Language Teaching. 
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 SPECIFIC ADMISSION CRITERIA  

The specific admission criteria for the programme are established according to the admission profile. The following 
applicants will have direct access to the doctoral programme: 

1) Specific admission criterion 1. Students holding any of the degrees that provided access to other 
doctoral programmes in Specific Didactics and who obtained the Diploma of Advanced Studies (DEA) in 
accordance with Spanish regulations. 

2) Specific admission criterion 2. Students holding a degree that provides training equivalent to that 
described in the previous section. In all cases, the equivalence of the accredited training must be 
approved by the Academic Committee of the doctoral programme. 

The following applicants will have access to the doctoral programme upon completion of the training bridging 
courses determined, in each case, by the Academic Committee: 

3) Specific admission criterion 3. Students holding a Master’s-level in the scientific disciplines relevant to 
Specific Didactics 

4) Specific admission criterion 4. Other degree holders who, while meeting the general access 
requirements for doctoral studies, are not included in the categories listed above. 

Among the candidates who meet the qualification requirements for access to doctoral studies, priority will be 
given to those who meet the following criteria, in order to ensure the acquisition of the required competencies: 

1. Accreditation of scientific knowledge and technical skills acquired during university studies (Master’s level, or 
Undergraduate Degree) that are applicable to the field of Specific Didactics. The ideal profile for prospective 
students includes graduates holding undergraduate or Master’s degrees in fields related to the teaching of 
curricular subjects in Early Childhood Education, Primary Education, and Secondary Education, or any other 
qualification recognised by the Academic Committee as relevant to the programme. 

2. Completion of the Master’s degree in Educational Research and Innovation at the Universidad de Burgos, 
or another research-oriented Master’s degree with related content. 

3. Alternatively, completion of the Master’s degree in Secondary Education Teaching, Sixth Form, Further 
Education and Language Teaching, along with at least 14 credits in educational research (bridging 
courses). These credits should be taken from the common module of the Master’s degree in Educational 
Research and Innovation at the Universidad de Burgos or from any other research-oriented Master’s 
programme. 

4. Possesion of a B1 level in English according to the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages (CEFR), which will facilitate the comprehension of scientific literature and the participation in 
and follow-up of certain training activities relevant to the development of the doctoral thesis. International 
students must provide evidence of a B2 level in Spanish. 

5. Academic record obtained in undergraduate degrees, the Master’s degree in Educational Research and 

Innovation, or other research-oriented Master’s programmes with related content. 

6. Grade obtained in the Master’s thesis. 

7. References from research staff endorsing the candidate’s merits for admission to the Doctoral 
Programme. 

8. Other research merits (publications, conference contributions, etc). 

9. Professional experience in the educational field. 

In the event that the number of pre-registered applicants exceeds the number of places available (15 places), the 
Academic Committee of the Doctoral Programme will conduct a new selection based on the following criteria and 
specific weightings: 

• Degree particularly relevant to the programme (3 points) 

• Academic record in the degree granting access to the programme (2 points) 

• Professional experience in the educational field (2 points) 

• Additional training (other degrees, courses, publications, languages, etc.) (3 points) 
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 BRIDGING COURSES  

In accordance with the specific admission criteria, the following bridging courses are established: 

▪ Applicants who meet the conditions for direct access, as set out in specific admission criteria 1 and 
2, will not be required to complete any additional training. 

▪ Applicants holding a Master’s Degree in Secondary Education Teaching, Sixth Form, Further 
Education, or Language Teaching must complete their training with at least 14 credits in educational 
research. These credits must correspond to the common module of the Master’s Degree in 
Educational Research and Innovation at the Universidad de Burgos or, if unavailable, to any other 
equivalent research-oriented Master’s programme. 

▪ Applicants who have completed a Master’s degree in the scientific disciplines that constitute the 

reference fields of Specific Didactics, or who hold other degrees and whose curricula do not include 
prior training in educational research (specific admission criteria 3 and 4), must complete the 
mandatory research methodology courses (common module) of the blended Master’s degree in 
Educational Research and Innovation at the Universidad de Burgos (18 credits). This training 
includes proficiency in statistical software (SPSS, R, Mplus, etc.), statistical data analysis techniques 
(univariate and multivariate), and qualitative research methods. 

 PROFESSIONAL OUTCOMES  

The competencies acquired by graduates of the Doctoral Programme in Specific Didactics enable access to 
professional opportunities related to: 

➢ Teaching and research activities in the field of specific didactics within higher education. 

 
➢ Advisory roles in formal and non-formal educational contexts to address challenges associated with 

subject-specific teaching-learning processes 

➢ Active collaboration and leadership within non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and educational 
entities for the design and evaluation of programmes based on contemporary integrated 
transdisciplinary models 

➢ Direction and editorial consultancy, alongside the development of transdisciplinary curricular 
materials that incorporate advances from integrated educational research. 
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