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Introduction 
 As China is the fastest growing largest economy in Asia, 

the political and economical situations have changed for 

the past 40 years. It seems that we are coming to an 

economic integration similar to the EU.  

 Nationalism is rising everywhere and perhaps it will be 

difficult to a One Asia spirit but it might be possible. 

 It there any possibility of reconciliation in Asia or to be 

precise, East Asia?  

 If you have travelled to China, does that mean that you 

have some Knowledge of China?  

 If you have lived there for a while, does that mean that you 

have good knowledge of the Chinese people? 



Next step 

 Let have a look at the first map. You don’t 

understand the names of the places 

because it is in Chinese and it could have 

been in Korean or Japanese if you happen 

to live in one of these countries. 



中国日本韩国地图 



China, Japan and Korea 



Next step 

 If we have a look at the next map, it will be a 

relief for you because it is in English and 

you know English and you can find what you 

want. 





 

China 中国 Zhōngguó   

 
 Meaning: the Middle Kingdom 

 Chinese 中国人 Zhōngguó rén 

 Language:普通话 Pǔtōnghuà o 汉语 

Hànyǔ & other dialects.  

 Writing:汉字 Hànzì, same in official 

language everywhere but ... 

 Why Hànyǔ? (soft power) The Han 

dynasty (Chinese: 漢朝
; pinyin: Hàncháo) was the 

second imperial dynasty of 

China (206 BC–220 AD), etc. 

 Traditional perception:汉族 Hànzú 

versus Barbarians匈奴xiōngnú even 

today: 老外 Lǎowài 

 

 

 

Presence of the 

Chinese 

language or 

Chinese 

characters in 

Japan and Korea 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_Chinese_characters
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E6%BC%A2%E6%9C%9D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinyin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dynasties_in_Chinese_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dynasties_in_Chinese_history


한글/ hangul 

 Korean language:한글/ hangul. 

It was invented in the Fifteenth 

century by King Sejong. Let’s 

have a look at these words in 

Korea, Mandarin and 

Cantonese for example window, 

credit card, red tea, green tea. 

We find them very similar. 

 Chinese was used in the Korean 

Court for the nobles and the 

educated officials before the 

written Korean language was 

invented. 

 



Hiragana - Japanese 

 During the 5th-6th century 

C.E., Japan adopted 

Chinese characters as its 

official writing system, 

known as kanbun (Old 

Japanese) 

 Japanese language - uses 

around two thousand 

Chinese characters  

 46 Basic Hiragana Letters 

 

 

 



Katakana - Japanese 



Chinese New Year 

The Chinese calendar was introduced to 

Japan in the sixth century, and it was the 

principal method of timekeeping in Japan 

until 1873.  

Prior to that, Japan shared its New Year’s 

Day with China, Korea, and Vietnam, 

celebrating on the second new moon 

following the winter solstice.  

 



Chinese culture in South East Asia 

 The presence of Chinese culture in South East Asia 

because of the influence in these places a long time ago 

and the Chinese immigrants who had migrated there.  

 The Phillipines 菲律宾 

 Malaysia马来西亚, Singapore新加坡 (Ethnic Han Chinese) 

 Thailand 泰国 

 Indonesia 印度尼西亚 

 Vietnam越南 

 Myamar 缅甸 

 



CHINA AND AFRICA – FOCAC  

Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
 Started in 2000 Jiang Zemin, continued hosting the summit by Hu Jintao and followed by Xi Jinping 习

近平。 

 China’s economical, social and political area in Africa: Nigeria, Zimbabwe,  

 Oil – “Sudd “ southern Sudan, Niger Delta, 

 Wood in Benin, virgin forests in Liberia, Cameroon, Mozambique and Congo 

 Mines in Zambia, Gabon 

 Minerals from Ghana, Botswana, South Africa, Nigeria 

 Infrstructure in different African countries such as railway tracks, roads, schools and hospitals 

 Chinese Mobile networks – connectivity – all over Africa 

 China as a development master – long-term strategic commitment  

 Economic competitor – resource grab 

 Colonizer – long-term strategy 

 ODA – Overseas development Assistence 

 



Confucio y el Instituto de Confucio 

Símbolo de “Soft power” 

 孔子 

 

 Confucio 



Historical data 

 1839 – 42  First Anglo-Chinese War (First Opium War) 

 1850 – 64  Taiping Rebellion 太平天国 

 1856 – 58  Second Anglo-Chinese War (Second Opium War)  (1858: 

Treaty of  Tianjin 天津条约 ) 

 1870 Tianjin Massacre 天津教案 ( pinyin: Tiānjīn Jiào'àn) 

 1894 – 95 Sino-Japanese War 甲午戰爭( pinyin: Jiǎwǔ Zhànzhēng ) – 

Treaty of Shimonoseki 馬關條約(Mǎguān Tiáoyuē) 

 1898 Reform Movement 戊戌变法 (pinyin: wùxū biànfǎ) 

 1900 Boxers Rebellion 義和團運動 (Film 55 days in Peking) 

 1903 Zou Rong “The Revolutionary Army” 

 

   

   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinyin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinyin


1898 Reform Movement  

戊戌变法 (pinyin: wùxū biànfǎ) 

  abolishing the traditional examination system[ 

 eliminating sinecures (positions that provided little or no work but provided a salary) 

 establishing Peking University as a place where Western liberal arts and sciences and 

the Chinese classics would both be available for study[ 

 establishing agricultural schools in all provinces and schools and colleges in all provinces 

and cities 

 building a modern education system (studying math and science instead of focusing 

mainly on Confucian texts, etc.) 

 encouraging imperial family members to study abroad 

 changing the government from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy 

 applying principles of capitalism to strengthen the economy 

 modernizing China's military and adopting Western training and drill methods[ 

 establishing a naval academy[ 

 utilizing unused military land for farming 

 rapid industrialization of all of China through manufacturing, commerce, and capitalism 

 establishing trade schools for the manufacture of silk, tea, and other traditional Chinese 

crafts 

 establishing a bureau for railways and mines 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinyin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_examination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hundred_Days%27_Reform#cite_note-:0-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinecure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peking_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_monarchy


Historical data 

 1905 Anti-US Boycott 

 1908 Death of Cixi (1861 – 1908) 

 1911 End of the Qing Dynasty 

 1912 Repúblic of  China 

 1916 – 19 Period of the War Lords  



Historical data 
 1919 May 4th Movement 

 1921 Rise of the Chinese Communist Party 

 1923-27 First United Front – North Expedition 

 1931 18th Septembre Japan invades Manchuria – Manchukuo or 

Manzhouguo 

 1934 – 35 The Long March 

 1936   (Chiang Kai-shek was kidnapped in Shanghai) 

 1937 – 45 Anti-Japanese War anti-Japanese ---- Second Front CPCh – 

KMT 

 1937 from 3th December to January 1938 -  The Nanjing massacre or 

the Rape of Nanjing a period of over six weeks ended up with the 

murder of 300,000 civilians. 

 1945  Japan surrendered.  

 



Historical data 

 1945 – 49 Civil War 

 01/10/49 Proclamation of the People’s Republic of China 

 The Anti-Right Campaign 1957-1959 

 The Great Leap Forward (Second Five Year Plan) of 

the People's Republic of China (PRC) was an economic 

and social campaign by the Communist Party of 

China (CPC) from 1958 to 1962. 

 The Cultural Revolution 1966-1976 The Red Guards 

 Deng Xiaoping’s Reforms 1978-1988  

 The Tiananmen Massacre, June 4, 1989 

  One-child policy 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People's_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Party_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Party_of_China


Sino-Japanese War: 1894-5 

 Culturally Japan was to a certain extent a satellite of the Middle Kingdom. The attitude of the Japanese towards the 

Chinese was usually of respect..  

 First conflict:: Sino-Japanese War 1894-5 concerned Korea. 

 Meiji leaders had strengthed their country quickly and effectively but the leaders of China had been, by comparision, 

snail-like in their progress.  

 History: Korea had entered the 19th century peacefully as a tributary state of China. The country had been conquered 

by the Manchus in 1617, but there was little interference by China in its internal affairs. However the Korean calendar 

was prepared in China – a mark of vassalage. The King of Korea kowtowed to Chinese envoys. He sent tribute 

missions to the Son of Heaven.  

 A Korean embassy had visited Edo in 1811.  

 Japan’s relations with China and Korea: 1871-81 – Commercial treaty in 1871, open certain ports by both 

countries.China admitted that Japan was her equal for the first time.  

 1874 Ryukyus incident – murder of Chinese by aborigines on the Formosan coast. Formosa was Chinese territory but 

Japanese troops occupied part of Formosa in 1874. War between China and Japan seemed imminent but British 

Minister in China helped to avoid the war. This agreement  made China recognize Japan as the overlord of the 

Ryukyus Islands. By 1890, West Ili (1881), Annam (1885), Upper Burma (1886) and Sikkim (1890). 

 In 1876, Japan sent two modern warships and a numbeer of transports to the Korean Port of Inchon. .The Koreans 

found the Japanese display of force impressive and frightening – as they were intended to do. This was similar to the 

Commodore Perry’s behaviour at Edo in 1853. By the Treaty of Kanghwa in 1876, Korea was declared - by Japan – to 

be an independent kingdom. Korea was also known as the Hermit Kingdom and had no contacts with the West except 

Catholic missionaries from Peking.  



Korea: 1882-94 
 American Commodore Schufeldt siged the first treaty made between Korea and a wester state. 

Followed by other western countries such a Russia, Britain, Germany, Italy and France advised by 

China to do so. 

 The progressive party (pro Japanese ) and the reactionary (pro Chinese).  

 After 1876, too many traders appeared in Seoul and these irritated the Koreans and the Japanese 

legation was set fire.  

 Treaty of Chemulpo in 1882 – punishment of the Koreans who had attacked the Japanese subects. 

Japanese troops were to be stationed in Seoul to protect the legation. China had a garrison in the 

capital too.  

 1884 the opening of the GPO coincided with the murder of a conservative party leader and the 

Japanese legation was set on fire again. Japnese soldiers had to retreat because they were 

outnumbered by the Chinese troops. 

 1885 The Tianjin Convention of 1885 or the Li-Ito Convention (Li Hong Zhang and the Marquis Ito) 

agreed that no troops from either country should be dispached to Seoul with the notification to the 

Korean government. 

 Consequences: From 1885, the Koreans remained in the unhappy position of having two masters. In 

1894-5 they found they could serve only one. 

 Immediate causes of war: 1) Murder of a Korean Progressive leader named Kim by Hong (Korean in 

the name of the Korean King) in 1894 in Shanghai. 2) The Uprising or Rebellion of Tong Hak ( 东学党 

) – the Eastern Learning Society. 3) Famine 

 1894 September the Chinese fleet was defeaated at the Battle of the Yalu River. Chinese battleships 

had shortage of shot and shell (3 heavy shells between 2 vessels)  

 

 

 



Chronological chart 

China 

 Portuguese settle in 

Macao (1557) 

 Matteo Ricci in Peking 

/Beijing (1601) 

 Qing Dynasty established 

(1644) 

 Kangxi (chinese: 康熙, 

pinyin: Kāngxī) (1661-

1722) 

Japan 

 St. Francis Xavier in 

Japan (1549-51) 

 Hideyoshi invades Korea 

(1592-8) 

 Tokugawa Shogunate 

(1603) 

 Japan closed to 

foreigners (1638) 



Chronological chart 

China  

 El Emperador Qianlong (chino: 乾
隆, pinyin: Qiánlóng) (1736-96) 

 Foreign trade restricted to Canton 

or 广州 guǎngzhōu (1737) 

 Macartney’s Embassy from 

England sent by King George III to 

negotiate the regulation of 

diplomatic and commercial 

relations(1793) 

 First Anglo-Chinese War / First 

Opium War (1839-42) 

 Second Anglo-Chinese War / 

Second Opium War (1856-60) 

Japan 

 Dutch-Japanese dictionary 

compiled (1741-5) 

 

 

 

 Perry’s visits (1853/4) 

 

 Meiji Restoration (1868) 

 

 Sino-Japanese War (1894-5) The 

Treaty of Shimonoseki (1895)  

 Russo-Japanese War (1904-5) 



Sino-Japanese War (1894-5)  

The Treaty of Shimonoseki (April,1895) 

 1.Korea 韩国 was a fully 

independent state 

 2.China was to pay an 

indemnity of 200,000,000 

taels to Japan 

 3. Shashi 沙市, Chongqing

重庆, Suzhou 苏州 and 

Hangzhou 杭州 were 

opened to Japanese 

traders 

 4.Japan should enjoy most 

favoured nation rights. 

 5. China should cede 

Formosa 台湾 and the 

Pescadores 钓鱼台 to 

Japan 

 6. China was to cede the 

Liaodong Peninsula 辽东, 

with Port Aurthur 旅顺口区 

to Japan 



Chronological chart 

China 

 1900 – China becomes 

a Republic (1911-12) 

 The China Incident 

(1937) 

Japan 

 World War I / The Great War (1914-

18) 

 World War II (1939-45) 



Apology from the Japanese PM 

to  
Statement by Prime Minister Tomiichi 

Murayama 

"On the occasion of the 50th anniversary 

of the war's end” (15 August 1995) 

 

 https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/pm/

murayama/9508.html 

 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/pm/murayama/9508.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/pm/murayama/9508.html


Half-hearted self-strengthening in the Qing Dynasty 1860-94 

 洋務運動，又稱自強運動、同治維新 

 The traditional concept of “The Middle Kingdom” made 

"self-strengtheners“ by and large uninterested in social 

reform beyond the scope of economic and military 

modernization.  

 The Self-Strengthening Movement succeeded in securing 

the revival of the dynasty from the brink of eradication, 

sustaining it for another half-century.  

 The considerable successes of the movement came to an 

abrupt end with China's defeat in the First Sino-Japanese 

War in 1895. This contradicted with the focus of the 

Japanese 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Sino-Japanese_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Sino-Japanese_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Sino-Japanese_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Sino-Japanese_War


The rise of modern Japan 

Cultural borrowing: 1860-1912 

 

 “We recognize the excellence of Western 

civilization. We value the Western theories 

of rights, liberty and equality; and we 

respect Western philosophy and moral.... 

Above all, we esteem Western science, 

economics and industry. These, however, 

ought not to be adopted simply because 

they are Western; they ought to be adopted 

only if they can contribute to Japan’s 

welfare.” (Nihon newspaper, 1889) 

   



One belt one road 一带一路 (Yīdài yīlù)  or OBOR 



 

China’s One Belt, One Road 

To create a new relationship based on mutual respect 

 



POLITICAL WILL 

 Pessimistic foecasting may be the transparent 

failures of political, economical and social 

situations in Asia 

 Territorial claim over the Diaoyu (钓鱼台)/ 

Senkaku and the Dokdo/Takeshima islands. 

 No one will expect a great leap forward under the 

leadership of the present presidents of all Asian 

countries nor the traditional foreign policy will help 

reconciliation possible at this very moment.   

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-11341139
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-11341139
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-11341139
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-11341139
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-11341139
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-19207086

